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Watch It Grow – A Butterfly's Life                                               Acorn 
 
Helps to explore plant and animal life cycles, discovering how living things 
grow and reproduce. This book also helps readers learn how new life begins 
and develops, with an emphasis on the cyclical nature of life.  

 

How & Why Insects Grow and Change                                Elaine Pascoe 

 

Nonfiction science readers feature captivating photography and easy-to-read 
text to provide a firsthand look into some of nature's most fascinating 
phenomena. How & Why do insects grow and change?   Inquiring minds want 
to know! And now, students can discover answers to their probing questions 
with these amazing photos combined with text they can read successfully.  
Great for Reading First, Fluency, Vocabulary, and Text Comprehension.  

 

Is this Panama? : A Migration Story                           Jan Thornhill 
 
From the caribou heading to his winter forest to the monarch butterflies flitting 
to Mexico, every animal has a different destination and different advice for 
Sammy on how to find his way. Finally, a flock of his warbler cousins shows 
Sammy that finding Panama is as easy as following the stars. Animal 
migration patterns and seasonal changes are on display. 

 

Life Cycles Caterpillar to Butterfly                           Sally Hewitt 
 
The 'Start Talking' series features a mixture of fiction and non-fiction titles 
designed to stimulate the imagination and encourage children to start talking and 
developing their vocabulary.  
 

 

I Wish I were a Butterfly                                                         James Howe 
 
The littlest cricket of Swampswallow Pond is convinced only by the Wise Old One 
that being special has nothing to do with physical metamorphosis, flashy colours, 
or shimmering wings. “The cricket is every child who stopped the music because 
someone criticized casually, thoughtlessly. It takes a wise friend to bring the 
music back.”  
 
Teacher Notes included 
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 The Butterfly                                        Anna Milbourne & Cathy Shimmen 

Beautifully illustrated picture books give you a look at our world from a small 
child's point of view.  

 Caterpillars and Butterflies                                      Stephanie Turnbull 
 
This series aims to encourage children to access the wonder of the world around 
them. The books have two reading levels, with a simple sentence on each page 
for beginners, and more complex information for more confident readers.  

 

See How they Grow - Butterfly                                
 

Close-up integrated photographs and an informative text follow every stage of 
a butterfly's development from larva to butterfly.  

 A Butterfly is Patient                                                  Diana Hutts Aston 
 
 From iridescent blue swallowtails and brilliant orange monarchs to the worlds 
tiniest butterfly (Western Pygmy Blue) and the largest (Queen Alexandra's 
Birdwing), an incredible variety of butterflies are celebrated here in all of their 
beauty and wonder. 

 

 
Butterflies  (Animal Lives, Teacher Created Resources)    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Good Night, Sweet Butterflies 
 
The nine glittery plastic butterflies in this sweet  storybook correspond to the 
predominant colour on each spread, reinforcing colour identification skills in a 
soothing way.  
  



Birds, Bugs & Butterflies 
 

  

The books in this kit belong to Early Literacy, Learning Services. They are loaned for 

classroom use only. Please remember to return all items in good condition to Learning 

Services. Any items missing will be billed to the school directly. 

 

 

Waiting for Wings                                                        Lois Ehlert 
  
Every spring, butterflies emerge and dazzle the world with their vibrant beauty. 
But where do butterflies come from? How are they born? What do they eat--and 
how?    With a simple, rhyming text and glorious colour-drenched collage, Lois 
Ehlert provides clear answers to these and other questions as she follows the life 
cycle of four common butterflies, from their beginnings as tiny hidden eggs and 
hungry caterpillars to their transformation into full-grown butterflies. Complete with 
butterfly and flower facts and identification tips, as well as a guide to planting a 
butterfly garden . 

 A Sparkle Book: Beautiful Butterflies                              Sue Whiting 

 A Sparkle Book : Crazy Caterpillars                                  Sue Whiting 

 An Egg is Quiet                                      Dianna Aston & Sylvia Long 
 
Award-winning artist Sylvia Long has teamed with up-and-coming author 
Dianna Aston to create this gorgeous and informative introduction to eggs. 
From tiny hummingbird eggs to giant ostrich eggs, oval ladybug eggs to 
tubular dogfish eggs, gooey frog eggs to fossilized dinosaur eggs, it 
magnificently captures the incredible variety of eggs and celebrates their 
beauty and wonder.  The evocative text is sure to inspire lively questions and 
observations. Yet while poetic in voice and elegant in design, the book 
introduces children to more than 60 types of eggs and an interesting array of 
egg facts. Even the endpapers brim with information. A tender and fascinating 
guide that is equally at home being read to a child on a parent's lap as in a 
classroom reading circle. 
 

 Bird Watch                                                              Terry Jennings 
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 Chickens Aren’t the Only Ones                                        Ruth Heller 
 
Ruth Heller's prose and pictures are the perfect means for discovering the 
variety of oviparous animals and their unique ways of laying eggs.  
 

 

 

 

The Delicious Bug                                                      Janet Perlman 
 
On a quiet and peaceful day in the forest, beaky birds, lemurs and a tomato 
frog are hanging out by the pond catching, or trying to catch, their meals. Two 
chameleon friends, Willy and Wally, are also looking forward to their lunch 
when a rare thing happens. KerBLAPP - their tongues simultaneously latch 
onto a passing bumblebug. Who saw the bug first? And who will be the first to 
let go? As the two argue and fight, their actions lead to serious trouble and 
threaten the peace of the whole forest. But when Willy and Wally are forced to 
use teamwork to narrowly escape the jaws of doom, they recognize the 
virtues of working together. Can they agree to share the mouthwatering bug 
after all?   

 

It started as an Egg                                       Kimberlee Graves 
 

 The Chicken or the Egg?                                     Allan Fowler 
 
The natural world comes alive for young readers with Rookie Read-About RM 
Science! With striking, full-colour photos and just the right amount of text, this 
series immediately involves young readers as they discover intriguing facts 
about the fascinating world around them.  
 

  Monster Bugs                                                   Lucille Recht Penner 
 
Lucille Recht Penner unearths the truth about the water bug which sucks its 
victims' blood like a vampire, the assassin bug which turns its prey to mush 
with a special poison, and other barbaric bugs.  This vividly illustrated 
collection of sensational but true bug facts is sure to set young readers' skin 
crawling! 
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 The Kids Canadian Bird Book                      Pamela Hickman 
 
Canada is home to large birds and small birds, sea birds and song birds. 
Whether kids live in the city or the country, they know that birds are an 
important part of the environment. In this book in the Kids Canadian Nature 
Series, kids can discover the many different kinds of birds that live in Canada. 
Large pictures, hands-on activities and accessible information help children 
learn about birds in Canada. Each page is packed with fascinating facts that 
will stimulate the interest of young nature enthusiasts.  

 What Animal Lives Here?                   Marilyn Woolley & Keith Pidgon 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Amazing Animals :  Eagles                                     Kate Riggs 
 
A basic exploration of the appearance, behavior, and habitat of eagles, Earths 
most widespread birds of prey. Also included is a story from folklore 
explaining why people respect eagles.  
 
 

 Bald Eagles                                                   Brenda Boreham 
 

 
Bald Eagles are large birds of prey. They usually live near rivers, lakes and 
oceans so that they can fish and hunt for food. They can easily spot salmon, 
crabs, small birds and other animals from two kilometres away. 
How do you think they catch their food?  

 Ravens                                                       Brenda Boreham 
 
Ravens are large black birds that live all over North America and in many 
other parts of the world. They are playful birds that have been seen to tease 
dogs and wolves just for fun. They also love to twirl about in the air and fly in 
big loops.  
Do you know of any other animals that like to play?  
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Come See My Bugs                                Rozanne Lanczak Williams 
 
Improve Word Recognition and Sight Word Vocabulary These readers are the 
perfect tool for helping students recognize sight words and providing 
emergent readers with books they can successfully read on their own. Each 
book introduces a new sight word within a delightful story.   

 Loons are Amazing                                      Donna Klockars 
 
A young boy liked loons so much that he made a list of the top ten best things 
about loons. The boy knows about loons’ appearance, behaviour and other 
interesting facts. What facts do you think he will write about? Explain your 
thinking.  

 

Hummingbirds                                                               Terri Mack 
 
Hummingbirds are truly amazing birds.  They can fly up, down, forward, 
backward and sideways!  They can also stop in midair.  They are the only bird 
that can fly backwards.  Have you ever seen a hummingbird?  What did you 
notice about the hummingbird you say? 

 Young Explorer - Fur, Feathers and Scales        
 

 

 

 

  
One Caterpillar / Butterfly reversible puppet 
 

One Grasshopper puppet 
 

One Large Eagle puppet 

 Comparing Bugs :     Bug Food book            Bug Babies book                 
 

                                   
Puppets:     One Spider Puppet     One Ladybug 
 
3 Real Birds’ Nests                     

 


