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A House for Hermit Crab                                                Eric Carle 

 
Poor Hermit Crab! He's outgrown his snug little shell, so he finds himself a larger 
one -- and many new friends to decorate and protect his new house. But what will 
happen when he outgrows this shell and has to say good-bye to all the sea crea-
tures who have made Hermit Crab's house a home?Children facing change in 
their own lives will relate to Hermit Crab's story -- and learn a lot about the fasci-
nating world of marine life along the way. 

 

 

 

Amazing Whales!                                                 Sarah L. Thomson 

 
How big are whales? How do whales breathe in the ocean? Do they live alone or 
in groups? Why are so many whales in danger? Read and find out in this Level 
Two I Can Read that is perfect for beginning readers and animal lovers who can 
read on their own but still need a little help. 

 

Baby Whales Drink Milk                              Barbara Juster Esbensen  
 
The title epitomizes Esbensen’s creative presentation of an important concept: 
how whales differ from the fish they seem to resemble and share characteristics 
with other mammals. 

 
 

  

Baby Whale’s Journey                                             Jonathan London 

 
Off the Pacific coast of Mexico, a whale is born. Swimming beside Mama Whale, 
and surrounded by a protective pod, Baby Whale begins to grow and learn. She 
dives in the deep dark through swirling galaxies of luminous fish. She encounters 
dangerous orcas and a giant squid. Soon Baby can leap and blow, and comes to 
know all the ways of the whales and the sea. 

 

Flotsam                                                                    David Wiesner 

 
A bright, science-minded boy goes to the beach equipped to collect and examine 
flotsam--anything floating that has been washed ashore. Bottles, lost toys, small 
objects of every description are among his usual finds. But there's no way he 
could have prepared for one particular discovery: a barnacle-encrusted underwa-
ter camera, with its own secrets to share . . . and to keep.  
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Grasper                                                                  Paul Owen Lewis 

 
 
A crab comes out of his shell, travels beyond his small, comfortable world, and 
brings back an inspirational message of possibility and courage to his fellow crabs 
who remained in the old tidepool. 

 

 

Kate’s Castle                                                                Julie Lawson  
 
In her lyrical, cumulative rhyme based on the poetic structure of This is the House 
That Jack Built, award-winning author Julie Lawson tells the story of a young girl 
who spends a magical day on the beach, building a sandcastle. While she works, 
the little girl_s imagination creates a fairy tale adventure, complete with stately 
castle walls and whales and mermaids who come to visit 

 

Life in a Tide Pool                                                        Allan Fowler 

 
 
The natural world comes alive for young readers with Rookie Read-About "RM" 
Science! With striking, full-color photos and just the right amount of text, this se-
ries immediately involves young readers as they discover intriguing facts about 
the fascinating world around them. 
 

 

 

Looking Closely Along the Shore                               Frank Serafini 

 
Look closely. Look very closely. Is it ... a string of beads? Stars in the sky? Give 
up? Just turn the page and, lo and behold, it's an ochre sea star! See what looks 
like a bird's beak revealed as a gooseneck barnacle, blades of grass as a blue 
mussel, and many more surprises when you look closely along the shore. 

  

On the Seashore                                                      Anna Milbourne 

 
Beautifully illustrated picture books give you a look at our world from a small 
child's point of view. 

 

Ralph Masiello’s Ocean Drawing Book                      Ralph Masiello 

 
Ralph Masiello makes a splash with the latest addition to his popular drawing se-
ries. Easy-to-follow steps and clear diagrams show kids how to draw aquatic flora 
and fauna from clams to seaweed to sharks. Extra challenge steps are included 
for more experienced artists. 
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Sea Critters                                                                 Sylvia A. Earle 

 
Young readers encounter a delightful array of critters that live in the ocean. 

 

Sea Creatures                                                            Anne Faundez 

 
This series is an exciting mix of fiction and nonfiction titles that encourage begin-
ners to take their first steps in reading. Through original stories and poetry, chil-
dren will share in the fun of rhymes and language games to develop confidence in 
speech as a prelude to reading. 

 

Seashore                                                      Lucy Beckett-Bowman 

 
This series is designed to provide an informative introduction to non-fiction sub-
jects for young readers. It provides terrific reading practice for children who prefer 
fact to fiction, and was developed with a reading expert to help young readers 
grow in confidence. 

 

Sea Stars: Saltwater Poems                                           Avis Harley 

 
Graceful use of traditional poetic forms like haiku and tanka provides inspiration 
for young readers to create their own writing. Is a crab just an underwater toe-
pincher? What advice do sea otters give to cure insomnia? Who is the seam-
stress of the sea? Avis Harley's poems invite readers to explore these and other 
mysteries of our great oceans. 

 

Sharing a Shell                                                        Julia Donaldson 

 
When a little hermit crab finds a shiny new shell he doesn't want to share it - not 
with a blobby purple anemone and a tickly bristleworm. 

 

Under the Sea                                                            Fiona Patchett 

 
What lives at the bottom of the sea? What does a shark really eat? How does a 
sea horse swim? In this book you'll find the answers and lots more about the fas-
cinating things which live under the sea. 
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At the Seashore                                      David Schwartz (6 copies) 
 
Young scientists will examine plant parts and animal features "up close" and then 
turn the page to see how these smaller parts fit into the "bigger picture." Children 
will take a close-up view of the powerful ears of a bat, the thorny stem of a black-
berry bush, the sticky tongue of a fly, and more. Also perfect for five-senses study. 

 

About the Ocean                                                          Sindy McKay 

 
Explore the vast ocean, discovering the incredible variety of life in the sea and the 
need to protect this huge ecosystem. 

 

Octopus is a Friend                                              Jill Eggleton 

 
Octopus is a friend by saving a fish from danger. 
 
 

 

Tide Pools                                                                Donna Klockars 

 
Tide pools can be found along rocky sea shores.  The tiny pools contain animals 
and plant life.  Rave, his animal friends.  Grandmother and her grandchildren like 
to explore the tide pools. What do you think they will find? 
 
 

 Set of 6 medium Plastic Sea Creatures: 
Crab, Turtle, Fish, Starfish, Seahorse, Octopus 

 Set of 12 small Plastic Sea Creatures 

 Science Literacy Kit:  Scholastic First Discovery: Whales      /      Whales and 
Dolphins Toob: Miniature Plastic Collectibles / One Large Schleich Plastic Orca 

 Science Literacy Kit:  Day in the Life: Sea Animals: Seal/Heinemann Read and 
Learn     /     One (1) Medium Schleich Plastic Seal 

 

 

Science Literacy Kit:      What Lives in a Shell? / Kathleen Weidner Zoehfeld 
One sample sheet of Die Cut shapes, One plush Whale,  One plush Shell,          
One Big Book Masters set:  Octopus / Charlotte Diamond 

 Puppets:     One Octopus Hand Puppet                 One Finger Crab Puppet 
                   One Scallop Finger Puppet 

 Fabric Toy Aquarium - with toy fish, clam, crab and star fish 

 


